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Introduction

Who here uses a computer?

What software do you use on it? [Excel, Word,dbaokK]

Ernest Hemingway was famous for using a typewrii&XT He would bang
out his creative works, his award-winning novels his typewriter at home.
And the end product was a sheaf of papers. Thoge.dae gone.

These days, we use software to produce our eeeatbrks. NEXT

Software lets me keep an office job. With itahccompose email. | can write
presentations and spreadsheets. | can write a C&jfib that doesn’t involve
so much emailing, presentations and spreadsheets.

Many of you are much the same.

We all realise that software is important. Bugthmps we don’t all realise how
important the right software is.

Tonight I'm going to try to explain source codepyright, and how they mix
together in something called open source softwidrat is a type of software
that guarantees we are free to create importarksaand use them forever
after.

Source Code

Copyri

Source code defn: textual instructions that ath bhuman and machine
readable.

Examples NEXT Architect, NEXT Musician,NEXT ProgrammeNEXT

I've been writing software since | was eighthaligh | don’t get to do it much
anymore these days. It is fun to work with souroge; as you can let your
creativity go wild, and get the computer to do velvar you want it to do.

All the software you've ever used has some sococke behind it. If | have the
source code, | can reproduce the software. | eandalange the software: add
features, remove features, get the software to woré different computer.
Source code is rather valuable.

Both software and source code are protected pyright. Copyright greatly
affects what you're free to do with softwalM=XT

ght

Copyright is the right to copy something. It dpplautomatically, and only the
creator has this right.

Applies to all kinds of intellectual works: muslmooks, TV shows, recipes,
and software

Copyright has been with us for a long time noferm of it first appeared in
Britain in 1709, following the invention of the pting press.

Although only the creator has the right to capgy can give others
permission to copy, via a contractual licence.

This brings us to open source software.

Open Source

Open source software comes with its source caaka licence that allows
you to freely modify and redistribute it. To tinkeith the software, make it
work better for you, and give it to others.



Brazil

Back in 1994 — that's 15 years ago now — | wemime software to convert
between music files, and released it as open sotlihig allowed a games
company in the US to use my software in makingrtbeftware. They were
free to use it as they saw fit.

These days open source software is some of tisé popular software
available NEXT Some of it is even giving Microsoft a run for itoney.
But it is in South America where the open sowtoey has gotten really
interesting. Six years ago, the government of Baetiided that the only
software they would use would be open source SO8WEEXT

Brazil is one of the four “BRIC” countries — BigRussia, India and China.
Term used in economic circles — fast-growing, depelg nations — may be
the dominant economies within fifty years. Onesvédch.

There are many benefits to Brazil in choosingropeurce software, aside
from the fact that it is typically zero cost. Ratltefosters a local software
development community, and ensures that the ictelé works of the
government are not locked to particular softwamaganies. What Brazil
creates will forever be available to all Brazilians

Last month, President Lula of Brazil was awarttedWorld
Telecommunication and Information Society awa8XT Lula goes gaga for
open source: In accepting the award, he notediperitance of the promotion
of open source in establishing an inclusive society

Conclusion

Sometime in the next couple of years you wilfdreed to upgrade a piece of
non-open source software. Someone will have senaydocument that is
incompatible with what you currently have. The coencmal software
company makes your life hard so that software ugggaccur, and they get
software sales.

When you're feeling the pain of incompatible domnts, or the pain from
upgrading all of your software, think of Brazil, eie their software is under
their own control. Perhaps they see our non-oparcessoftware a bit like we
see Hemingway’s typewriter.

Tonight I've talked about source code, copyrightl open source software.
I've talked about the far-sighted approach by tteegnment of Brazil. | trust
you've found the approach of a potential futurergcoic super-power
instructive. Australia could be promoting similgpaoaches.

Who knows — in the future, we, too, could be rdog an international award
for our software policies. We, too, could be freeteate.



